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Mission of Japan and Renewables 
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1. Motivation for the production of Japan and Renewables 

One way to identify myself is movie director. Even though my main job is lawyer. My office with 33 

colleagues is just next to the Imperial Hotel (Teikoku Hotel). To make a living I work as industrial 

lawyer. 25 years ago, I experienced the Japanese bubble economy. My legal clients were powerful 

bubble economy managers, with big scale economic law cases. To make big money was also 

fascinating, but I thought, that alone to be not very meaningful. Wouldn’t there be anything useful I 

could do for others in this world? In this respect, what is really important? And I found the most 

important thing is to hand over a beautiful and intact earth to the next generation in Japan. But that is 

actually an environmental problem, but in the end, all is an environmental problem. This field 

seemed just too vast for me.  

 

In this context, what is really the most important problem we have? Which problem, causes most 

damage to the environment? And eventually, it dawned upon me: nuclear power plants (NPP)! If 

NPPs have a major accident, for Japan and for the world it has massive life-threatening 

consequences. Moreover, to leave behind spent fuel remainders to the next generation truly is a 

crime. These two are the most difficult problems for technologically advanced nations. After much 

thinking, beyond what is superficially obvious, I became deeply interested in the domain of nuclear 

power problems. So more than 20 years ago I started to fight in courts for the closure of NPPs. But 

for 20 years it was a continuum of losing one court case after another. I eventually thought, I am 

exhausted with this. I thought maybe it is time to give up on this. Just then occurred 3.11 like a big 

bang. Even though I am not a Christian, it was like God telling me, to not abandon this issue. If you 

give up, what then? I came to the resolution to dedicate the rest of my life to the closure of NPPs. At 

that time similarly most anti-NPP lawyers were near giving up.       

 

Suddenly by 3.11 the Japanese people realized that the supposed safety and reliability of NPPs was 

all a lie, suddenly it fell like scales from their eyes. They shared this same experience with the judges. 

Citizens and judges alike read the newspapers and watched TV. If judges have changed their minds, 

then we should reopen all those court cases again. And I made an appeal to all anti-NPP lawyers in 
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Japan. And we quickly had a meeting of some 300 lawyers. And so currently nearly all NPPs in 

Japan are objects of renewed law suits. Among the 54 reactors, Higashi Dori and Onagawa NPP are 

currently (May 2017) not objects of law suits. We worked hard on lawsuits and after 3.11 also had 

victories in court. For example, the Takahama NPPs No. 3-4-5 were stopped, even though, the 

resumed operation recently. It is now a fluid situation of winning and losing in the courts.  

 

But it is very hard to convince the citizens of how dangerous NPPs are. When I thought of what I 

could do in this respect, a friend said, if you are so keen on stopping NPPs, why not make a movie? 

And I said, oh yes!, visual, that’s it. And thus 4 years ago I began to produce the two hour and 15 

minutes long movie “Nuclear Japan: Has Nuclear Power Brought Us Happiness?” It openly 

discusses all problems of NPPs in Japan. It is not only one point of criticism, actually it involves 33 

arguments. Anyone watching that movie gets a complete understanding of the wide range of 

problems nuclear power faces in Japan. And with a thankful heart I can say it became a big success. 

We showed it about 1800 times like at the SUDre2017 workshop at ICU. More than 100,000 people 

came viewing it. Even for court lawyers, like at the Tokyo Koto court of law, involved in the lawsuit 

against the Hamaoka NPP, we showed the movie. The judges watched it from beginning to end 

intensely. And at the end they understand, and just stop short of saying, “yes it is just like Mr. Kawai 

explains.” But I think they learned something.  

 

The audience of the Nuclear Japan movie sufficiently understands, the dangers of NPPs and that it is 

a crime to leave the spent fuel waste to future generations, and that NPPs should be stopped. But 

they ask, so where instead should we get the electric power from? And it is very important to not 

avoid this question. This question has to be faced squarely. And I thought, ok let me make another 

movie about renewable energy now. And I began. Producing the movie Nuclear Japan took 67, 000, 

000 JPY. And I had to take a loan in order to raise the money. First, I thought it might be quite 

impossible to collect that money. But then the movie sales reached 70,000,000 JPY, and so in the end, 

I even made money with the movie. And I thought just to pocket this money for myself, feels not 

right.  

 

2. Making the movie 

So, I began to use this money to make the movie Japan and Renewables. This second movie cost a 

gigantic sum of money. We went all around the world. Even around Japan, we went about three 

times. One stop was Ashigaka Institute of Technology of Prof. Ushiyama, a senior wind energy 

expert. It took a lot of money, but with the profits of the first movie we could manage somehow. So 

that was the grand motivation for the movie Japan and Renewables: To let the Japanese know, that 

after shutting down all NPPs, renewable energy is the only viable alternative for the national electric 



energy supply. 

 

After having seen this movie, you can understand what big efforts I made to squash without 

exception all the negative rumors about renewable energy, prevalent in Japan. This provided a 

guiding principle for the movie.  

 

3. Key arguments in the movie 

In Japan there is a widely held view, that renewable energy is subject to changes in the weather and 

wind and therefore unreliable. Renewable energy is just a kind of toy for environmentalists. Many 

people think so. So that was the first point to be dealt with. It may be the case for individual sources 

of renewable energy, but when a multitude of small facilities are bundled together under computer 

control, it becomes a very stable system, has to be explained in principal.  

 

Then who is against stopping nuclear power and against increasing the share of renewable energy 

instead? These people want to ignore Germany. So, they try to create bad rumors about Germany, 

like that Germany would buy a lot of nuclear electricity from France, and only by that Germany can 

introduce renewable energy as well. But that is truly deception of the worst kind. This is believed by 

both economists and intellectuals, who are quite weak minded nowadays. So even intelligent people 

are tricked this way into thinking that renewable energy could not provide a solution for Japan, and 

easily believe this false rumor. That becomes quite a serious handicap. That also needs to be set right, 

and the rumor debunked.  

 

My hope is that economists, and politicians begin to give up their opposition to renewable energy, 

and instead develop a strong motivation to develop renewable energy from now on. In this context, I 

know that among Japanese economists and politicians many dislike China. Therefore, learning about 

the big progress made by China, they may not want to be defeated by China, and therefore decide to 

take action, I imagined. And I emphasized the developments in neighboring China quite a bit. For 

instance, in the movie you learn, that today’s wind power in China is a surprising thirty times of that 

in Japan. That was at the time of making this movie nearly 1.5 years ago. In the meantime, China has 

left Japan’s wind power behind by a factor of nearly 100. Is that not breathtaking?  

 

Moreover, economists like to see numbers. So how far does renewable energy go? That needs to be 

shown clearly in terms of numbers. And so, just like one can see in the movie, it becomes clear, that 

if we add wind power and solar power, the renewable capacity today is already twice of that of all 

nuclear power in the world combined. An important basic fact is the meaning of one gigawatt 

(1GW). 1GW roughly corresponds to the output of one NPP. So worldwide we have about 420 to 



430 NPPs. The output of all NPPs together is about 400 GW, or some even say 490 GW. Yet, at the 

moment, wind and solar power combined already have a capacity of over 800 GW electric power. 

That is the enormous production level renewable energy has already reached. That is very important 

to understand.  

 

Furthermore, Japanese economist worry about the national wealth that needs to be spent on 

importing fossil fuels (for example oil and liquid natural gas) to replace nuclear energy. The 

expenditures for this is said to have already become 3.6 trillion JPY per year. Though in reality it is 

only about half of this amount. The argument is, that year by year this money is lost, and Japan 

would become as poor a nation like Greece, in the future. What is the economics of renewable 

energy as alternative? Our economy pays every year about 25 trillion JPY for fossil fuel imports or 

even 30 trillion JPY. If Japan begins to rely exclusively on renewable energy, Japan can save every 

year 30 trillion JPY. That is a gigantic amount of saving. Compare with the national budget of Japan 

in 2017 of 100 trillion JPY. In the order of 30% of the national budget could be saved, if Japan fully 

switches to renewable energy. If we do not take this step, we will lose this money every year.  

 

The world moves year by year closer to 100% renewable energy. The difference in a nations status 

in the world depending on spending or not spending 30 trillion JPY every year for electricity is 

rapidly growing year by year. Clearly Japan is left behind. It was important to me to clearly show 

this in terms of numbers.  

 

Supporters of nuclear power often claim that for the sake of energy security, NPPs would be 

necessary. But renewable energy provides a much better level of energy security. If a country relies 

100% on renewable energy, then it becomes completely independent of price variations, or of 

production restrictions by fossil fuel exporting countries. Guaranteed energy security becomes a 

superior national security guarantee.  

 

That is what I wanted to communicate when producing the Japan and Renewables movie.  

 

4. Impact of the movie 

The movie contains 39 key arguments. After seeing it, you may think you understand these 

arguments. But after one week you will forget. In order to successfully cope with the movie, I would 

recommend to watch it three times. People, who have watched it three times deserve a renewable 

energy expert certificate. There are already quite a number of people on that level.  

 

 



Currently this movie has become enormously popular. On weekends I usually have to show it in 3, 4 

or even 5 places per day. And I usually give an address in my role as movie director. I have a life 

without weekend holidays. I said at the beginning by 3.11 it was like God telling me to not abandon 

this project, and I have resolved to sacrifice myself for this cause for the rest of my life. I do that 

enthusiastically.  

 

If we just look at the Japanese media, we learn that Takahama NPP and Sendai NPP have been 

restarted. Maybe soon Oi NPP will be restarted again. It begins to look like as if the anti-NPP group 

is losing out, and many people may think like that. But in truth, we are on the winning side. 

Worldwide, the nuclear lobby is in trouble.  

 

5. Economic fallout of Fukushima NPP accident 

As a consequence of the Fukushima NPP accident, the estimated costs of coping with the damage 

caused, keep increasing and increasing. The Japanese government said after the Fukushima NPP 

accident, that the incurred losses would be 5.45 trillion JPY. With the cleanup operations beginning, 

they said after two years, that it has become 10 trillion JPY. Everybody was surprised: two times as 

expensive? After another two years in October 2016, the government revised its cost estimate and 

said it has become 22 trillion JPY. First 5 trillion, then 10 trillion, now 22 trillion JPY. It is a game of 

doubling repeatedly. It is a gigantic number. And if you think that is the final result, just one month 

ago (April 2017) experts from a think tank affiliated with the Japanese Economic (Nihon Keizai, 

Nikkei Shimbun) newspaper, estimated the costs to become 70 trillion JPY. What kind of number is 

this, can you imagine? Japan’s national budget is 100 trillion JPY this year. Just one single accident, 

consumes 70 % of the national budget of one of the world’s largest economies. The national tax 

income of Japan last year was 50 trillion JPY. Value added tax, income tax, corporate tax all added 

up. Fukushima costs Japan 140% of its yearly national tax income. That is how scary even one 

single nuclear accident is viewed from the economic point of view.  

 

The case of Toshiba throws a dark shadow on the economy as well. First it was said, that Toshiba 

lost 0.7 trillion JPY. Now it is said to already have become 1.4 trillion JPY. Just a “slight” correction. 

That is actually their own fault, their own responsibility. The event of Fukushima is the 

responsibility of Toshiba, Toshiba built the NPP there, a very weak NPP. And they just left it there by 

itself for 40 years, without doing anything about it, that is why the accident happened. GE and 

Toshiba are the bad guys and bear responsibility. Naturally, TEPCO is also bad. But these are the 

companies to be blamed. As a consequence of the accident, worldwide the safety regulations become 

strict and stricter. So additional expensive safety measures have to be paid for. These additional 

measures have to be paid by the companies manufacturing nuclear power stations. In the contracts it 



is usually stipulated, that additional works have to be paid by the construction companies and the 

NPP manufacturers. The contracts make it unprofitable to build NPPs. All that money has to be paid 

by the Westinghouse company. And Toshiba as the mother company of Westinghouse has to pay for 

it and that brings them close to bankruptcy. But it is not only Toshiba. It also affects Hitachi, 

Mitsubishi Heavy Industries, who are active worldwide constructing NPPs in countries like England, 

France, Finland, etc. These mandatory extra measures there also have to be paid by construction 

companies and NPP manufacturers. The losses caused in this way are of the order of 100 billion JPY 

worldwide. Easily one trillion JPY is spent this way. Economists understand that. It becomes clear, 

that NPPs that were once said to be very profitable investments, actually are very risky investments. 

If it becomes a failure, it can drive the whole company into bankruptcy. That is what economists 

have learned.  

 

Recently you hear hardly anybody talking of exporting NPPs to countries like Vietnam or Turkey. 

Nearly all such contracts have been cancelled or postponed. So NPPs are no longer profitable 

business, they are dangerous. It is no longer about just producing 1GW of power.  

 

6. Japan versus global movement 

In this situation, what about renewable energy? In the Paris agreement reduction of CO2 emissions 

have been agreed upon. That is to be achieved with increasing renewable energy. It is a great new 

movement. The reasons are not just the ethical concerns of environmentalists. Renewable energy has 

become quite cheap and profitable. That is a movement, with a strong economic rationale, which 

even Trump cannot stop. We will definitely win this battle. Reduction of CO2, reducing global 

warming, in this context renewable energy becomes a big movement, that involves the whole world. 

We need to be part of that. Definitely, Japan will be swallowed up by this development. If the whole 

world uses free energy to produce electricity, and only Japan pays every year 30 trillion JPY for fuel, 

it is impossible to continue such a stupid approach for long. On purely economic principles, Japan 

has no choice but to join this movement, if it does not want to be utterly left behind.  

 

7. Conclusion 

If it becomes like that, why would you any longer rely on NPPs, while they are very expensive, and 

dangerous, …? I definitely think, we will win this battle. And I hope everyone seeing this movie is 

likewise convinced.  

 

 

  


