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Welcome Remarks 

Katsuhiko Mori, Dean of the College of Liberal Arts 

 

Ambassador Heimisson, Director General Johannesson, Mayor Ohta, Presidents, Deans, Professors, 

and all of our guests, welcome. 

 

We are delighted to have you here to participate in SUDre, Sustainable University Development with 

Renewable Energy. Thank you for coming. That many of you travel long distances serves to remind 

us all just how important our work is. 

 

2015 was a pivotal year, when the SDGs and the Paris Agreement on climate change were adopted. 

The world has committed to transform our world to achieve net-zero emissions of greenhouse gases 

by making the best use of clean energy.   

 

ICU declared our commitment to environmental mindfulness and stewardship in all out activities, as 

an educational institution for cultivating responsible global citizens. We believe education and 

research are the best means to bring about a healthier and sustainable community. 

 

In so doing, the integration of three pillars of sustainable development is the key, namely 

environmental, social, and economic dimensions. For instance, ICU launched in 2015 the solar 

power generation project with the generation capacity of 2.36 MW in our Nasu campus. 

Environmentally, it contributes to reducing the negative impact on climate by reducing CO2 

emissions. Economically, the project can utilize our assets of Nasu campus facilities, which were 

affected by the Great East Japan Earthquake and the nuclear disaster. Socially, the revenue of the 

project has been used for scholarships for students.  

 

Governing sustainable development also requires the leadership of key stakeholders. We are honored 

to have high-rank political leaders, and leaders from bureaucracy, business and industry, civil society, 

and especially youth.  Networking with different stakeholders is a chance of expanding potential to 

sustain our world. Let’s prepare ourselves to be challenged, excited and inspired.  

 

Before having lunch together with you, I want to say welcome once more on behalf of the 

International Christian University. It’s my pleasure to see all of you here today. 

 

 

 

Footnote: ICU press release: Notice of Launch of “Solar Power Generation Project” Using ICU Campus 

Grounds, http://www.icu.ac.jp/about/public/press/docs/20141204.pdf, accessed 19 Sep. 2017. 
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