
Dear Prof. Kimura,  

Distinguished Speakers, 

Dear Guests, 

 

as introduced my name is Heinrich Menkhaus. I am teaching 

law at the Faculty and Graduate School of Law of Meiji 

University, but I am here today in a different capacity, namely 

as chairman of the German JSPS Alumni Association.  

 

As the name of the organization says, it is an alumni association of German speaking 

scientists, the core being built by former fellows of the Japan Society for the Promotion 

of Science, who studied or did research in Japan. Founded in 1995 we have close to 500 

personal members including Japanese scientists who studied in the German speaking 

area of Europe. In addition there are some institutional members, e.g. Japanese 

Universities that support offices in Europe. The International Christian University 

unfortunately is not yet a member, but of course always welcome.  

 

One of our activities is the financial support for symposia organized by our members. 

Eckard Hitzer, who organized this highly interesting symposium on Sustainable 

University Development is a long time and very active member of our association. It is 

therefore that it is not the first time that the alumni association supported him 

financially. We are very lucky to have such active members and are happy to be able to 

support him again this time.  

 

If you want to know more about our activities please feel free to take one of the flyers at 

the reception desk. Of course you are welcome to become members and to join our 25th 

anniversary symposium which will be held on Nov. 20th at Meiji University Surugadai 

Campus in Tokyo.  

 

Thanks for listening. I wish us a fruitful continuation of the symposium.      

 

 

 

 

Note: The website of the German JSPS Alumni Association is: 

https://www.jsps-club.de/english/about-us/the-jsps-club/  
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